Bio of Lori T. Williams

Lori T. Williams is a 20 year attorney and owner of a legal referral and legal consulting business called Your Legal Resource, PLLC.  The first 14 years of Lori’s career, she owned and operated a family law practice.  The past 6 years she has been focused on the business of law, connecting the right client with the right attorney in all areas of law throughout metro Detroit.  She also provides consulting services to solo and small firm attorneys on how to effectively brand and market their practice, network effectively, and create strategic partnerships that generate business. She has facilitated and spoken at several lunch and learns for attorneys and other professionals on those subjects, and speaks to law students on the importance of personal branding and effective networking.  Lori is the current membership chair of the Women’s Bar Association and a mentor to law students through the WBA.  She also serves as an Ambassador for the Birmingham Bloomfield Chamber Commerce.  Lori always makes it a practice to be an active member of any organization she joins and is well known in the business and professional community as a proficient networker.  Lori has served on committees of other Chambers and professional organization over the years.  In 2005 Lori received the mentor of the year award from the National Association of Career Women-Metro Detroit Chapter, where she served as membership director and helped build the board.  For more information, visit www.bestlegalresource.com.

2009 and 2010 Calendar of Speaking Engagements/Events:

4th Thursday Lunch and Learn Series, March through October, 2010

Lori organized and facilitated a lunch and learn series for attorneys and other professionals, and brought in speakers on the following subjects to help professionals grow their practice:

March 25th Elisabeth Garbeil, business coach and owner of EFG Consulting.  Topic:  Learn How To Get More Clients, Now! www.efg-consulting.net.

April 22nd: Abizer Rashid, owner of  Effortless 24/7, Topic:  Achieve your business goals faster, easier, cheaper using IT.  www.effortless247.com.

May 27th: Jason Brown, Owner of PublicCity PR, Topic:  Learn How To Get More PR.  www.PublicCityPR.net.

June 24th: Sandy Barris, President of Business Marketing Services and President/CEO of Fast Marketing Plan.  Topic: Top 10 Simple, Effective, and Affordable Marketing Solutions for Professionals. www.sandybarris.com; www.fastmarketingplan.com.

July 22nd:  No speaker, instead we will put your networking skills into action.  Meet, greet, and eat with other professionals.  If you’d like to bring a friend, contact Lori Williams at lori@bestlegalresource.com to make sure we have room. 

 August 26th: David Benjamin, owner of David Benjamin Consulting, LLC.  Topic: Social Media Strategies for Professionals.  www.DavideBenjamin.com.

September 23rd: Lori Williams, Owner/Managing Attorney of Your Legal Resource, PLLC.  Topic: Make More Rain with the Right Referral Partners.  www.bestlegalresource.com.

October 28th: Preston True, Business Coach with Accomplishment Coaching and Owner of Preston True.com.  Topic:  Learn How To Book Yourself Solid with your Ideal Clients. www.prestontrue.com.


Birmingham Bloomfield Chamber of Commerce, April 7, 2010
Lori co-presented a 2 hour workshop for professionals, along with Elisabeth Garbeil, regarding advanced relationship building skills.  Personal Branding, Referral Partners and Strategic Partnerships were among the topics covered.  

Motor City Connect, 3rd Birthday/Conference/Expo, March 26, 2010

Lori was one of the panelists at this half day event at the Troy Community Center.  Her topic was ”When, Where, and How to Find an Attorney.”  

College for Creative Studies, March 17, 2010
Lori spoke to students at the college regarding her legal referral and legal consulting services and the top 5 reasons they may need to consult with a business attorney, and the top 10 reasons they may need an attorney as an individual.

Marketers Among Us, March 12, 2010

Lori spoke to marketing professionals in the health care services and senior services industry regarding her legal background and discovering her purpose and passion and creating Your Legal Resource, PLLC.  Additionally, she discussed the Top 10 Tips For Effective Branding, Marketing, Networking, & Referral Relationships, and provided book references to assist the group members in their personal and professional development.
Wayne State University Law School, February 11, 2010

Event Title: “When the Detour Becomes the Destination:  Alternative Work Settings”

Lori was part of a panel of speakers who discussed alternative careers for lawyers with recent law school graduates and 3rd year law students.  

Effective Strategies to Increase Your Law Firm’s Bottom Line, January 28, 2010
Over 30 people attended a half day workshop at Automation Alley on 1/28/10 called Effective Strategies to Improve Your Law firm’s Bottom Line. Lori co-organized the event and spoke at the workshop. Speaker panel and topics included:

Lori Williams, Your Legal Resource, “Creating Effective Referral Partners and Strategic Partners”  

Jason Ryan, Vision Fuel Media “Improvement Strategies To Simplify Your Website”

David Benjamin, social media strategist “5 Social Media Tools You Can’t Afford to Ignore”

Tim Flynn, Karlstrom Cooney, LLP, “Legal Implications of Social Media in the Law Firm”

Elisabeth Garbeil, Emcee, Business Coach and owner of EFG Consulting, LLC 

E-Discovery Lunch and Learn, January 21, 2010

As Membership Chair for the Women’s Bar Association, Oakland Region of Women Lawyers Association of Michigan, Lori organized and facilitated a lunch and learn at the Iroquois Club with featured speakers: Carol Romej, Shareholder at Butzel Long and J. Stott Matthews, Owner of Spectrum Computer Forensics, on the latest developments in E-Discovery.

Social Media Strategies for Attorneys, January 19, 2010

Lori organized and facilitated a lunch and learn for attorneys with social media strategist, David E. Benjamin, as the speaker.  The event was held at The American Cancer Society.

5 Reasons To Consult with a Business Attorney, January 14, 2010
Lori spoke to 25 counselors at SCORE regarding “5 reasons to consult with a business attorney”.  The event was held at Lawrence Technological University in Southfield, MI 

Cooley Law School, Auburn Hills Campus, October 5, 2009

Lori spoke to law students at the Cooley Auburn Hills region of WLAM regarding Top 10 Tips for Law Students regarding effective branding, marketing, and networking.
Lunch and Learn Series by Lori Williams and Elisabeth Garbeil for professional service providers:

Creating Strategic Partnerships for your Practice:
October 8, 2009, Southfield

Effective Networking Strategies:
September 10, 2009, Southfield
September 24, 2009, Troy

Power of Personal Branding: What’s Your Business Story?
August 13, 2009, Southfield
August 27, 2009, Troy

Sterling Heights Rotary Club, February 26, 2009

Lori spoke at a lunch and learn on the topic of “What to be Aware of and What to Beware of, when seeking a legal professional”
